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Our mission is to improve the quality of life of Windward residents 

Leptospirosis in our backyards 

“I think I have the flu but it got really bad and I 

tested positive for leptospirosis.”   

“My dog has been weak and vomiting.  The vet 

found kidney damage and thinks he may have 

Leptospirosis.  I thought the vaccine worked well.” 

 

Leptospirosis is a bacterial infection that causes a 

flu like illness and may lead to severe illness in 

some people and animals.  The organism is found 

in fresh water streams and ponds throughout 

Hawaii.  Agricultural workers, fresh water 

swimmers and boaters are all at risk.  The bacteria 

are carried by animals (rats most commonly) and 

their urine contaminates fresh water – especially 

when rain washes the organism into nearby water. 

The organism enters your body through cuts or 

scrapes although there have been reports of 

infection without a break in the skin.  

   

What are the symptoms of Leptospirosis? 

Like flu, it starts with the abrupt onset of fever, chills, 

headache and muscle aches.  A dry cough, nausea 

and vomiting can be present.  The eyes can look 

pink or red.  Rarely, there is a second phase of the 

illness called Weil’s disease which can be fatal. 

Treatment with antibiotics should be started early in 

the disease for it to be effective. 

 

There are case reports from several areas including 

Maunawili Falls. The disease is underreported which 

may account for the erroneous “decreasing 

incidence” on Oahu. The disease mimics flu so 

testing may not be ordered.  If a lab test is ordered 

and returns positive, reporting by the MD to the 

Health Department is a requirement.  Reporting is 

spotty and tracking of cases is limited by staffing 

issues. 

 

Prevention through education and outreach may 

help.  We often see people, especially tourists, 

wading through fresh water near Kailua Beach and 

other areas seemingly unaware of the risk.  You 

may recall Hawaii had hundreds of warning signs 

posted in years past.  Some are still there.  Where 

have all the others gone?  Why haven’t they been 

replaced? Members of the Windward Coalition 

met with a Department of Health official to 

discuss the issue.   

 

We were told of a number of possible reasons that 

the warning signs are decreasing in number: 

• Theft of signs  

• Decreased staffing in office responsible for signs 

and maintenance  
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• Debate over placement location (Assuming all 

fresh water is contaminated, how do you select 

sites?) 

• Legal risk - if you place signage in some locations 

but miss others 

• No agreement on “universal signage” 

• Concern re: impact on tourism 

 

Leptospirosis is endemic.  It isn’t going away.  

Prevention is key.  Leptospirosis may never be 

eradicated but increasing awareness by educating 

residents and visitors will make a difference.  We 

shared several ideas at our meeting with the 

Health Department.  Dissemination of information 

is something our community group does well –we 

have made a difference in the past.  If you or 

anyone you know would like to help in this 

initiative, please contact Eileen Hilton MD at 808-

254-8088 or ehiltonmd@gmail.com.   

 

Surprise! The estimated completion date of the 

odor control project has passed with no end in 

sight. Yet again contract disputes with the 

contractor are the excuse. This intolerable 

dysfunctional lack of governance has been 

ongoing for decades at the expense of the 

community. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

Once again, leaving tax payers holding the 

bag…….  

In an article published 12 Dec. 2014 by KHON’s 

Nestor Garcia, there were 2 incidents this month 

causing damage exceeding $1 million dollars.  

According to the article, supervisors were 

transferring sludge from one of four digester 

tanks when the cover tipped, allowing wastewater 

to seep out the top.  When asked if there were 

any safety issues to either plant personnel or the 

community, the supervisors said there were none.  

This was also echoed by the director of the city’s 

Department of Environmental Services, Ms. Lori 

Kahikini.  A number of local residents recalled the 

smell of “rotten eggs.” 

.  

 

Several members have noted increasing fixed-wing, 

helicopter and large plane flights most of November 

and well into the start of December.  At times,  it 

persisted until very late at night.  Currently 

Operation Lava Viper is proceeding with F18 jet 

fighters and helicopter and engine noise. 

 

It is important that we continue to document our 

concerns. Apparently, Commanding Officer 

Schaefer reads all online complaints. submitted via 

the base’s own portal. 

 

COMPLAINTS - 

http://www.mcbhawaii.marines.mil/Departments/Pub
licAffairs/NoiseConcerns.aspx 

 

Coalition executive members have requested an 

“aloha” meeting with CO Schaeffer.  So far, no 

response to our request.  

 

  

 

 

We get our best sleep in 
Hawaii. Just the noise of 
      the wind and waves  

Was it my imagination or was the base a bit 

noisier this holiday season?  Usually, when 

the Obamas are here, we can count on blissful 

peace and quiet.  This year, though quieter than 

normal, seemed as if the honeymoon between 

the First Family and the base may be ending.  

Bah humbug! 

 

Last term Presidential blues 

Update- Kailua’s 

Wastewater 

Treatment Plant  
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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES: 

Lessons from the Past  
 Neighborly Flying  From a WC executive board member 
 
I was the Logistics officer for an F-4 Squadron out of 

MCAS Kaneohe in the late 70s. Back in those days, 

flying neighborly was part of the program.  Every 

mission brief covered something related to neighborly 

flying.  Whether it be down times relating to quiet hours 

at night, or "wave attenuation reports"  that would 

prohibit us from super sonic flight that day in the 

training area, to high performance take-offs, etc.  

Always, one or more of these things were addressed.  

 

Occasionally, we would have missions that flew late at 

night, and always, noise abatement procedures would 

be in effect! ... For the 5 years I flew out of KMCAS 

(1977 to 1982) never once did any of the three F-4 

squadrons ever fly past 10pm, from the Marine Base! 

 

The flying past 10pm was conducted either out of 

Barbers Pt., Hickam, or Barking Sands.  We even 

considered using Kona Airport to stage out of as it was 

very suitable, and all the logistics needed for the PTA 

training area were shipped into Kawaihae harbor, just 

North of the airport.  I still remember the best thing 

about Kawaihae was that it had a shipping terminal, a 

fuel depot, and even a military landing site.  It was a 

Logistics officers dream! But ... it required a lot of 

coordinating, and "greasing the skids" as we used to 

say.  This inter-service and civil coordination should be 

considered more by today’s modern military!   Sending 

out memos informing citizens that there will be 

excessive late night noise is easier but not as 

neighborly. 

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

 

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

    

 

The Windward Climate Change Hui held 

a Climate Change Summit in Kailua on November 

23, with more than 200 people attending the event.  

Presenters discussed scientific evidence of climate 

change, and its potential impact on Hawaii.  They 

also discussed individual and statewide actions 

regarding electricity usage. The possibility of more 

frequent severe weather prompted a brief talk on 

disaster preparedness.  

“Bottom line: Climate change is real, it’s happening 

now. In the face of these risks and these warnings, 

it is time to take strong action to combat a truly life-

and-death challenge”  said US Secretary of State 

John Kerry discussing the 2014 UN Climate Action 

Report. Change always starts with one.  What you 

do matters.  Please visit the hui’s Facebook page 

and their blog site. 

 www.windwardclimatechangehui.wordpress.com  

has the taped presentations of the speakers, a list 

of helpful suggestions of what each of us can do, 

information on new technology, disaster 

preparedness specific to Oahu, and much more.  

The hui encourages us to take steps to mitigate 

these changes and prepare for our new future.  

You may contact the hui at cchui@hawaiiantel.net. 

 

 
Wondering what’s happening 
with Kawainui Marsh?  So are we … 
so far no news.  Likely they are continuing 

as planned and writing the Environmental 
Impact Statement. 

Please send us feedback. Membership dues ($25.00 ) are due in 
February. Your contributions help make the Windward community 
a better place to live.  Mahalo for your support. Windward 
Coalition – Making a difference……. 
www.windwardcoalition.com  email – windwardccc@gmail.com 
PO Box 120 Kailua Hi 96734. 
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