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Our mission is to improve the quality of life of Windward residents 

The Plan for the Kawainui Marsh Complex 

On June 5, hundreds of concerned residents showed 
up at the Kailua Neighborhood Board Meeting.  The 
reason – a discussion of the DLNR’s proposal for the 
Kawainui  marsh. 

Some highlights- the plan includes 36 Buildings and 
13 parking lots as outlined below in addition to trails, 
pavilions and more.  

36 Buildings 

- 3 at State Parks Recreation Area (Cash Ranch) on 
Kapaa Quarry Road 

- 9 at the Hawaiian Cultural Complex area (including 
a potential caretaker's residence) on Kapaa Quarry 
Road 

- 2 marsh vegetation processing area (new in draft) 
on Kapaa Quarry Road 

- 3 at Wai'auia (entrance to Kailua) 

- 3 at the State Park Reserve at Kalaheo (state parks 
interpretive shelter, restrooms and a canoe storage 
building (hale wa'a) with adjacent secondary storage) 

- 14 (unclear what buildings are new or existing) 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Management & 
Research Station (DOFAW) 

 - 2 Ulupo Heiau State Historical Park 

- 1 Hamakua (new in draft) 

 

13 Parking Lots 

- 1 at Hamakua (Enchanted Lake end) 

- 1 at Wai'auia (ITT property at entrance to Kailua         
where the “Welcome to Kailua” sign is) 

- 1 at Ulupo Heiau (at the end of Kukunono) (with 
road widening) 

- 2 at DOFAW's Maintenance & Research Station 
(behind Castle Hospital) (in addition to 2 pre-
existing lots) 

- 2 Mokulana Peninsula (located on marsh side at 
traffic light for Maunawili Valley) (visitor lot and 
maintenance, storage & equipment parking) 
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It is vitally important that you submit 
testimony by June 30th.  Online petitions may 
not be included in the public record .  
Email your testimony to Kawainui@hhf.com 
cc:windwardcoalition@gmail.com and Cynthia 
Thielen repthielen@capitol.hawaii.gov. If for 
some reason your testimony is “lost “ and not 
present in the public record, there will be 
documentation that it was sent. 
Alternatively you can mail /fax to: 
Helber Hastert & Fee, Planners, Inc.  
733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Fax: 808.545.2050 

 

The draft plan opens the  possibility of commercial 
activities related to tourism stating that permits 
would be required within  the  wildlife sanctuary.  

In summary, the underlying agenda beneath pages 
of platitudes and lofty visions is the conversion of 
the Kailua we love into higher revenue-per-square-
foot real estate.  As the leases on current business 
properties expire, they will be replaced by luxury 
retail stores forcing residents to travel farther to 
meet their everyday needs.  Eventually, the whole 
area could be transformed into a Waikiki 
Windward. 

 The plan is open for comments until June 30th 
2014.  Endorsed by our Governor in an election 
year, this will happen unless there is powerful 
public opposition. We have stopped similar 
actions from happening before and we can do it 
again - but only with your help. 

 

.   

 

- 2 at Kahanaiki Wildlife Sanctuary (includes separate area 
for handicapped parking along maintenance road) 
- 1 at State Parks Recreation Area/Education Center (on 
Kapaa Quarry Road Cash Ranch) not counting off street 
parking at Na Pohaku O Hauwahine 
- 2 at the Hawaiian Cultural Complex area (old landfill in 
Kawainui Kailua side of model airplane field) (not counting 
existing parking lot at Model Airplane Park) 
-1 at the Kalaheo State Park Reserve/Education Pavilion 
(located on vacant lot across from Kalaheo High School)  
-Click here for the full description of the plan. 
 
The sheer scale of the plan appears to be an attempt to 
provide a commercial tourist destination that would 
enhance value of adjacent commercial real estate by 
attracting higher revenue-per-square-foot businesses to 
core Kailua.  In other words local Kailua businesses, 
serving the community, would quickly be displaced by 
high rent retailers serving tourists.  A repair or muffler 
shop cannot compete with international luxury retailers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another consequence of the transformation of Kawainui 
Marsh into a tourist attraction will be a marked increase in 
traffic congestion in neighborhoods not designed to cope 
with this.  This will also increase the risk of accidents, 
vagrancy and crime which has already exploded 
exponentially with just the increased tourism to Kailua 
Beach.  
 
 
 
 
 
Attendees and many Neighborhood Board members were 
incensed, as they had argued against acceptance of this 
plan and sent numerous comments to the DLNR – which 
were ignored and/or in some cases not included in the 
documentation.  
 
This unmasks another problem - the DLNR has, on the 
face of it, a clear conflict of interest. As a result of 
budgetary problems, the DLNR, like other government 
agencies, has been “encouraged” to generate revenue 
and become more self-supporting.  The marsh proposal 
could generate tourist fees streaming back to the DLNR. 
The higher the volume of tourists the greater the financial 
reward. This subverts their credibility and ability to 
properly defend the community and environment’s  best 
interests.   
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Tunnel Update                                    
A community Noise Variance Permit Meeting was 
held early last month at the Aikahi Elementary 
School cafeteria.  Approximately 150 neighborhood 
residents attended.  For those of you unable to 
attend, here are some of the highlights. 
Southland Contracting, Inc. and Mole Construction, 
Inc.  (Southland Mole JV) Both Mainland companies 
have been awarded a $175 million contract from the 
City of Honolulu for the construction of the Gravity 
Sewer Tunnel Project. 
Prior to this meeting, residents had been told that 
the tunneling would go 24/7 around-the-clock, with 
6 to 8 dump trucks loading rubble every hour.   But 
due to community outrage, the City has now 
modified this work schedule to between the hours of 
6 am to 9 pm, with no work on Sundays. 
The building of a temporary (that some feel should 
be permanent) Noise Mitigation Wall be constructed 
around the dig area.  This wall would be up to 27 

feet high, and will cost $1.2 million to 
build.  Currently, nightly noise levels from the sewer 
plant machinery, measured from some surrounding 
homes are 51 dbl.  (Both State and Federal Health 
Dept. nightly noise limits are 45 dbl.) … Which the 
plant has exceeded for over 20 years.   Engineering 
contractors told residents that with the construction 
of this wall, nightly noise levels should not increase 
above the already existing “plant operational noise 
level” of 51 dbs.  And, if it did … they would consider 
backing down the hours.  It was also stated that if 
there were complaints of noise, dust, or other issues, 
that they may further re-evaluate their operations to 
the point of shutting them down “altogether” until 
any & all issues were addressed. 
 
One thing brought up by officials, was the City’s 
concern  regarding the “looming” Consent Decree 
(CD) deadline mandated years ago by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency.  This CD, required 
that the City and County “shall design and Complete 
Construction of a new Kaneohe/Kailua Force Main by 
the compliance milestone of December 31, 2014.” 
This was due to the 50 major sewage spills occurring 
between 2000 & 2010.   
It appeared to all present, that the City has lagged on 
addressing these issues, and is now “under the 
gun.”  Many expressed their anger and frustration as 
they felt THEY were being penalized by the City’s 
ineptitude in putting off the corrections needed until 
the very last minute.  Then the City wants us, “the 
residents” to allow plant construction to go on in our 
neighborhood at late hours for 5 ½ years !!! 
Well folks, That`s it in a nut shell.  We need to hold 
this project accountable.  Our quality of life is truly 
being affected.  This week, I watched many a BIG 
truck drive down Kaneohe Bay Drive, and into the 
plant.  For the short time, I counted them, out of 11 
trucks that turned into the facility, 9 of them came 
down the Bay Drive from the Aikahi side.  I distinctly 
remember them saying that heavy truck traffic 
would be restricted from that direction.  Also the 
initial hole depth that was to be dug down was going 
to be 100 feet, and well below homes.  Now 
according to their latest newsletter, it`s only going to 
be 62 feet.  
 
 

   

   SEWER 
PLANT 

UPDATE 

 Sewer odor containment project halted 
due to contract disputes!   
 
We have suffered from the nauseating odors from 
this plant for decades. It is time to STOP this! 
 
      No more delays! Let`s insist the city fulfill their 
commitment immediately!   If this contractor 
cannot do this - get another one on an emergency 
basis – Don’t wait for a long drawn out bidding 
process.  Let your voices be heard.  This is an 
election year- let your elected officials know your 
demands!   
 

We CAN make a difference !! 
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Meeting with Tulsi Gabbard’s   
  Military Liaison  

 A 2/25/14 meeting was arranged with Tulsi 
Gabbard’s military liaison, John Towles, and 
executive board members of the Windward 
Coalition. 
We presented our assessment of the 
ongoing problems.  A presentation was 
reviewed showing the affected 
neighborhoods and the current noise issues.   
John Towles agreed to approach the base 
command with these issues.   
Since the meeting, the noise has diminished 
in some of the areas.  In a follow-up call by 
Towles, he stated he had met with MCBH 
leadership (the Commanding Officer (CO) 
and the Chief of staff).  The current 
departing CO agreed to introduce members 
of the Windward Coalition to the incoming 
CO.  Towles also stated the Chief of Staff 
was receptive to our concerns.  We 
appreciate his assistance . 
 

The Osprey – what did you think? 
Ospreys have “visited” KBMCH twice in the last year-  
the first time was on August 29th when 4 were here 
for a press demonstration.   
2 Ospreys were on the base from 3/27/14  to 4/7/14.   
  
At the first visit, members of the press and selected 
legislators were invited to “experience” the first flights 
over the area.  

On Hawaii News Now, Rep. Cynthia Thielen was 
quoted  “When they get up in the air they’re out fast,” 
she said. “There may be some noise but less noise than 
with a helicopter, and then they’re gone.” Here are 
some of the comments made by 5 residents from 
different locations after the Osprey intro flights. 
  
Comment 1. “I heard Rep. Thielen’s comment on the 
news and my first reaction was that while the sound of 
ONE osprey might be brief and “acceptable”, I have to 
wonder about that noise multiplied by 24!” 
 
Comment 2. “I live out on the Point extending into 
Kaneohe Bay. Yesterday, the Osprey was put on display 
for the press and various local officials. I’ve just seen 
the video clip from last evenings news coverage. 
Representative Thielen seems to imply that the noise 
level was acceptable. I would invite anyone to come 
and stand on my lanai and listen to the intensity and 
significant increase in noise level from the Osprey. 
Since the helicopter is slower than fixed wing aircraft 
making the approach over the Bay, the length of high 
noise levels is longer. 
It appears that the Osprey is here to stay. Hopefully, 
the Military command will be willing to alter flight 
paths and exercises away from the Bay and not over 
populated areas.” 
   
Comment 3. “At our location near Yacht Club Knolls we 
found the Osprey to be less noisy than the H-60s and 
H-53s even when they are on the same flight path as 
the Ospreys, and much less noisy than the H-60s and H-
53s when the latter fly over our house as they 
commonly do. We hope the Ospreys won’t be doing 
that! There was an added low frequency component to 
the Osprey in helicopter mode that is not in the noise 
spectral density of the helicopters, but in airplane 
mode it was much quieter. I had been afraid that it 
would be noisier than the helicopters and we were glad 
that it was not. I did suspect that people under the 
flight path when it is in helicopter mode would be 
hearing increased noise (and they probably don’t get as 
much H-60 and H-53 noise we do because of the 
different flight paths), but if the Ospreys make it a 
practice to land halfway or farther down the runway 
instead of right at the end as they did during the demo, 
a lot of the noise that a commenter noted might be 
alleviated. In particular if the approaches in helicopter 
mode are kept much closer to the base than was the 
case in the demonstration, the noise problem should 
be much less.” 
 



 
 Comment 4. “As a former military aviator, I am 
surprised that civilians were allowed to be flown in the 
same type of aircraft that was involved in a Class "A" 
Mishap, only a few days before.  (Marine Corps MV-22 
Osprey, Class "A" Mishap, Creech AFB, Nevada  26 Aug. 
2013) 
During my 30 year flying career, it was standard 
routine whenever a Class "A" Mishap occurred to 
"Ground" all aircraft of the same type until a full 
accident investigation had been conducted to 
determine the cause.  At no time was I ever aware of 
civilians being allowed to be flown while this 
investigation ( to determine cause ) was on-going. 
Obviously, things have changed, and the Marines still 
feel that safety is not a problem with the MV-22 
Osprey.  Even though this is the 2nd Marine Corps 
Osprey that has been totally destroyed in Class "A" 
mishaps in the past 10 weeks ...I`m sure that all civilian 
VIPs were briefed of this prior to their demo ride!” 

Comment 5.  “My major concern for the EIS which I 
commented on and was never addressed is the flight 
path for the MV22s.  This should have resulted in the 
rejection or rework of the EIS.  The MV22 is a large and 
noisy aircraft with additional risk elements while in the 
transitional phase of taking off or landing.  If they use 
the Ft  Hase Rock to base helicopter ingress and egress 
not only will the noise levels go up dramatically for the 
Kaimalino and Aikahi Loop residents but the risk level 
goes up accordingly.  This is serious.  
It would be appropriate for the base to publish if they 
are going to use that flight route and allow for public 
comment ...or rejection.” 
 
In the next several weeks, more Ospreys will be in the 
area. 
 
Let us know what you think.. 

windwardcoalition@gmail.com 
 

Cynthia Thielen (Republican 50th district State 
House of Representatives- incumbent) 
Here is my answer to your question.  I will continue to 
work with the authorities which have jurisdiction over 
these matters: our Congressional Delegation for MCBH 
and the City and County for the sewer tunnel and sewer 
plant.  I notified constituents about the City Planners’ 
public forum about the tunnel project, and we had a 
large turnout at Aikahi Elementary.  I objected to the 
lack of a plan if noise complaints are received during the 
tunnel project.  In response, the Planners have 
committed to calling a halt to the work until the noise 
can be addressed and solved. 
Aloha, 
Cynthia 
  
Representative Cynthia Thielen 
 

IT’S ELECTION TIME 
 

We asked candidates – Republicans, Democrats and others to answer this question:         
"If elected, what would you do to mitigate environmental noise and pollution in Windward 
Oahu  (Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Kailua sewer plant and related tunnel construction)?“ 
As of this mailing,  we have the following responses: 

Wayne Hikida’s (Republican 51st district  
State House of Representatives) 
Thank you for your inquiry regarding environmental noise, 
pollution as respects to the Marine Base, Kailua sewer plant 
and tunnel construction.   
 I reviewed your website and was impressed with the work 
of your organization.  Having lived in Kailua for many years, I 
know that these are on going issues.  At this point in time, 
the only thing I would say is that it is the responsibility of 
the elected representative of the 51st district to be the 
liaison between the people and the Federal, State & City 
Govt to find some form of common ground. 
  
I noted that you had a representative in the Kailua 
Neighborhood Board Meeting last night and was pleased 
that your organization was against the proposed 
development of the Marsh. 
  
I am sorry that I cannot provide more concrete info, but I am 
trying to assimilate as much as I can.   
 
Wayne Hikida 
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